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By Gaynor Matthew

THE STATE Govern-
ment will commit 51 mil-
lion to help the state
recover from the bushfues,
Premier Steve Bracks an-
nounced in Beechworth
on Monday.

Mr Bracks, Deputy
Premier John Thwaites,
Treasurer John Brumby,
Minister for Tourism
John Pandazopoulos and
the Minister for Local
Government and Hous-
ing Candy Broad met
with the region's commu-
nity organisations, CFA
and SES, business people
and council officials at
an informal luncheon
held at La Trobe Univer-
sity.

Mr Bracks said the rea-
son the Labor Party was
in Beechworth was to as-
sist and support in the re-
covery efforts now that
the bushfires have gone
through.

"We've also provided
assistance to the Victorian
Farmers' Federation to
provide emergency feed
to stock and that is whv
today I am announcing i
new fund to be set up to
assist with the other re-
covery programs the
government is undertak-
ing."

Mr Bracks said the new
2003 Bushfire Appeal
Fund is a trust under the
State Trustees that ensures
the government can re-
ceive donations from or-
ganisations which want to
contibute to the recovery
in Victoria. "We'll also be
kicking off this month a
$1 million contribution
to the state which I'm an-
nouncing here today and

we expect many more do-
nations.

"I want to stress again
that the flres are not out.
The fires are more exten-
sive than they were onAsh
Wednesday. These fires
have been burning for
many weeks and yet de-
spite that we have had no
loss of life and property
has been saved in an un-
precedented way.

"This will go down as
probably the most heroic
effort ever in fighting fires
in the history of this coun-
try."

Mr Bracks
commended the flre fight-
ers' co-ordination and lo-
gistics and paid tribute to
those currently fighting
fires in Victoria and the
wide range of people sup-
porting them.

Chief fue officerforthe
CFA from Melbourne,
Russell Rees, was a guest
at the luncheon.

In response to Mr
Bracks' announcement,
he said. "In terms of our
priorities for frefighting,
our approach is all about
community
sustainability, not just
about putting the fires
out but how the commu-
nity can get back going
again.

"So it is very impor-
tant that we understand
all of what recovery
means, and that is a very
important part of emer-
gency management and
we should never forget
that." said Mr Rees.

Mr Bracks also offi-
cially launched the new
Beechworth Visitors'
Guide 'What is it about
Beechworth?' at the
luncheon.
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day Mr Bracks ad-
leneral caucus discus-
state election victory

pnda for the coming
Bracks also spoke
nr Party unity and
mbers spoke for nine
rch about what each
dng this year.
nbers also discussed
re going to approach
ca4 the legislative re-

forms the party will introduce
and how backbenchers apprmch
parliamenl

There was also a cabinet
meeting after which caucus re-
ceived a briefing from bushfire
agencies about the statets cur-
rent bushfire situation, followed
by a formal dinner in the
evening.

Yesteday, the topic was hrdget
preparation and there was a brief
on standing orders in the Upper
and LowerHouse which are yet

to be confinned by those cham-
bers.

State Minister for Tourism
John Pandazopoulos and Candy
Brud were due to visit Tirllangatta
to meet with the Towong Shirc to
hear what may be required in
terrns ofa bushfire response.

Tbeasurer John Brumby,
Ileputy Premier John Thwaites
and the Ministcr forAgriculfure
Bob Cameron were going to
Omeo to inspect the fire situa-
tion there.


